Unit Four

Commands
4.1 Welcome speech.
i ce:p 2ow Peli? ?al? ‘How are you (pl)?’
nem ce:p 2omot! “You (pl) go sit down!’
Pix¥om ?i? cox¥oal! ‘Please be quiet!”’
x“iyné:m ce:p! “You (pl) listen!’
?i te? xValmox¥qon! ‘Let’s speak a First Nations Language!’
4.2 Vocabulary: intransitive verbs.
tiwi?ot ‘pray’
tilom ‘sing’
Pomot ‘sit, get out of bed’
X"CePanacom ‘sit down’
Kilox ‘stand’
?imax ‘walk’
XVonxénom ‘run’
qaydlox ‘dance’
x¥iyné:m ‘listen’
qvel ‘speak’
teem ‘call out’, ‘telephone’
cexwal ‘shut up’, ‘keep quiet’
scecox™ ‘be quiet’
xViwal ‘come down to the bighouse floor’
kvotx“ilom ‘come in’
haye? ‘leave’
?Pitot ‘sleep’
Potton ‘eat’
yays, ‘work’
howalom ‘play’
Ponox" ‘stop’
4.3 Commands

a. You can use a verb with the right intonation to express a command to one or more people: Pomat!
‘Sit down!’, ilox! ‘Stand!’

b. The second person singular pronoun ¢x* ‘you’ can be used after the verb when expressing a
command to one person: 2omat ¢x¥! “You sit down!’, tilom ¢x*! ‘You sing!’

c. The second person pronoun ce:p ‘you (plural)’ can be used after the verb when expressing a
command to more than one person: 2omat ce:p! “You (plural) sit down!’, Panax" ce:p! ‘You (plural)
stop!”

d. Instead of using a pronoun, you can express a command with the imperative particle Ze?, which is
often pronounced fa: Pamoat te?! ‘Sit down!’, gvel fe?! ‘Speak!’

e. Use 7i fe? to express ‘let’s’: i fe? Pamat! ‘Let’s sit down!”, ?i fe? filom! ‘Let’s sing!’ ?i te? nem (or
simply ?i te?)means ‘Let’s go!’



4.4 2i? ‘and’.
You can use the conjunction 7i? ‘and’ to combine two verbs.

kilox ?i? tilom! ‘Stand up and sing!’
?omot ?i? xViyné:m! ‘Sit down and listen!’

You can place the pronoun after the second verb.

IXilox ?i? qvoydlox &x! “You stand up and dance!’
IXilox ?i? qroydlox ce:p! “You (pl) stand up and dance!’

Or you can place the pronoun after the first verb.

KXilox ¢xv ?i? q“oydlox! “You stand up and dance!’
KXilox ce:p 2i? q¥oydlox! “You (pl) stand up and dance!’
4.5 Polite commands.

You can make a command more polite by adding the word 1%ix"om ‘please’ in front of the verb. Link
t%ixvam to the verb with the conjunction 7i7.

t%ixvom ?i? 2omat! ‘Please sit down!” (literally ‘Have pity and sit down!”)
t%ix¥om ?1? ?otton! ‘Please eat!’
The pronoun can follow the verb.

tYix¥om ?i? Pomat Ex™! “You please sit down!’
t%ix¥om ?i? Pomaot ce:p! “You (pl) please sit down!’

Or the pronoun can follow t%ix"am.

tix¥om &x¥ ?2i? 2omat! “You please sit down!’
tYix¥om ce:p ?i? Pomot! “You (pl) please sit down!’



Homework 5
Commands

Translate

2onox™ "?1? x*iyné:m!

t’ixvom ?i? scecox™!

t%ixvom ?i? tilom ce:p!

21 Ie? 20w 2imox ?al!

Stand up and talk!

Let’s sing and dance!

You (pl) shut up and work!

You (pl) please stand!



4.6 Motion auxiliaries.
The words nem ‘go’ and ?ami ‘come’ (usually shortened to mi) can be placed in front of the verb. The
auxiliary nem indicates motion away from a point of reference.

nem ?2omat! ‘Go sit down!’
nem X“onxénam! ‘Go run!’
nem ?otton! ‘Go eat!’

The auxiliary mi indicates motion toward a point of reference.

mi tilom! ‘Come sing!’
mi ?atton! ‘Come eat!’
mi ya:ys! ‘Come work!”

In a command, the pronoun appears between the auxiliary and the verb.

nem &xv yays! “You go work!”
nem ce:p howélom! “You (pl) go play!’
mi ce:p ?otton! “You (pl) come eat!’

You can form a polite command by putting t%ixvam before the auxiliary. Link tixvam to the auxiliary
with the conjunction 7i7.

t%ix¥om 2i? nem &x¥ 2omat! ‘Please go sit down!’
t%x¥om ?i? mi tilom! ‘Please come sing!’
t%ix“om ?i? nem ce:p ?2otton! ‘Please you (pl) go eat!’
4.7 ce? future.

You express the future tense with the future particle ce?. Place ce? after the verb and pronoun. With
the right intonation, you can use these sentences as commands.

?omat ¢xV ce?. “You will sit down.’
qvel &x™ ce?. “You will speak.’
tilom ce:p ce?. “You (pl) will sing.’

A more polite way to make a command is to add the interrogative particle 72 after the verb.

tilom 20 &x¥ ce?? ‘Will you sing?’
Pomoat ?0 ce:p ce?? ‘Will you (pl) sit down?’
qaydlox ?a ce:p ce?? ‘Will you (pl) dance?’

?i fe? can also be followed by a motion auxiliary.

?i Ie? nem ya:ys! ‘Let’s go work!”’
?i te? nem ?imox! ‘Let’s go walk!’



Homework 6
Auxiliary Verbs

A. Translate.

1. nem ?imox!

2. nem hoye?!

3. nem ce:p ya:ys!

4. tlixvom ?i? mi otton!

5. You (pl) go sit down!

6. You (pl) go dance!

7. Let’s go play!

B. Sentence Scramble.

Rearrange the words to form a correct sentence and translate.

1. kvatxvilom ce:p tixVom ?i? mi.

2. x“iwal mi &xv qvel ce? ?i? 20 ?



Review for Units One through Four

A. Translate.

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

wo Inimat o skvulstonag.

Are you John?

Where is my hat?

Where is her cane?

gox 2o k™0on pipa?

skakom ton puk“alap.

scecan Pow 2oyaymoat to yasa?q®.
Here is your (pl) money.’

soniw kv0a Xalton 2o to kvax“a?.
skpalwe?t k"0 puk™s 2o ton kopu.
Your money is in my purse.
Your book is in the car.

Your keys are under your sweater.



Answer and translate.

ni ?anaco k¥0an snoxvol?

ni ?onaca k¥0s pukvs?

ni ?onacs k0o no $Apiwon?

ni ?anacs k*0an pipa?

Xews 22 ton kopt?

0i ?0 k¥0on mona?

?2i 20 cak™ k¥0on lelom?

x¥om ?0 k¥000 snox*ol



Reviewing Commands.

2onox" ?i? nem ?omot!

t91x¥om ?1? Ponax™!

tYixVom ?1? tilom cxv!

21 Ie? 20w Kilos ?al!

Stand up and go walk!

Let’s dance and sing!

You (pl) shut up and listen!

You (pl) please sit!



